
26

REDRESS outreach
Turin International Book Fair
Giovanni Lanteri (UNIVPM)

On May 15th, at the Turin International Book Fair, Ro-
berto Danovaro (UNIVPM) and Claudia Fachinetti par-
ticipated at the “Mare dentro” event to present their 
book “Operazione Abissi” born from the collaboration 
between the REDRESS Project and the “Battello a Va-
pore” series published by Edizioni Piemme, part of the 
Mondadori Group. This year, from 14 to 18 May 2026, 
more than 200.000 booklovers, professionals, stu-
dents, translators and publishers stormed the book 
fair, confi rming it as Italy’s largest publishing event 
with its 977 stalls, 70 events’ venues, over 2500 events 
on site and an additional 800 all around the city and 
region in the Salone Off Programme featuring Italian 
and International guests (https://www.salonelibro.
it/eng.html). During the “Mare dentro” event – which 
was attended by dozens of people – Roberto Dano-
varo, Claudia Fachinetti, and Giuseppe Festa – author 
of “La pescatrice” (Salani) – intertwined science and 
storytelling, ecology and fantasy, past mysteries and 
present passions to tell the story of the deep sea and 
the lives of those who carry it within them, making it 
their story, their life, and our future. 
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REDRESS outreach
Green&Blue Festival 2026: Bringing the deep sea into public debate
Roberto Danovaro (UNIVPM)

On 6 June 2026, Roberto Danovaro, Professor of Ma-
rine Biology and Ecology at UNIVPM and coordinator 
of REDRESS, participated in the Green&Blue Festival 
organised by la Repubblica at the Museo Nazionale 
Scienza e Tecnologia Leonardo da Vinci in Milan. Da-
novaro joined marine researcher Serena Lomiri and 
environmental documentary fi lmmaker and explorer 
Igor D’India in the panel “Profondo blu”, dedicated 
to the importance and growing vulnerability of seas 
and oceans. During the discussion, Danovaro descri-
bed the ocean as a “fragile friend”, challenging the 
long-standing assumption that its enormous size 
and remoteness make it able of absorbing unlimited 
human pressure. He highlighted the combined ef-
fects of climate change, marine heatwaves, acidifi ca-
tion, biodiversity loss, invasive species and destructi-
ve fi shing practices. Attention was given to bottom 
trawling, which alters vast areas of seabed, and to 
the increasing geopolitical and economic interest in 
deep-sea resources and infrastructures. 
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These topics are directly connected to the objectives 
of REDRESS. Several of the habitats targeted by the 
project - including cold-water corals, coral gardens, 
sponge fi elds, sea-pen and bamboo - coral habitats - 
are particularly vulnerable to bottom-contact fi shing 
and recover extremely slowly after disturbance. Cli-
mate change further reduces their capacity for natu-
ral recovery and may alter the location and effective-
ness of future climate refugia. REDRESS responds to 
these challenges by mapping degraded deep-sea ha-
bitats, identifying priority areas for intervention and 
comparing the benefi ts and limitations of active and 
passive restoration. Its innovative restoration appro-
aches, autonomous monitoring technologies and 
assessment of ecological and socio-economic costs 

and benefi ts translate the environmental concerns 
discussed at the festival into practical and scalable 
solutions. Danovaro’s participation also represented 
an important opportunity to bring deep-sea ecosy-
stems - usually remote from public attention - into 
a major national debate on sustainability. By con-
necting scientifi c evidence with accessible commu-
nication, the Green&Blue Festival helped strengthen 
awareness of a central REDRESS message: deep-sea 
ecosystems may be largely invisible, but they are es-
sential to ocean biodiversity, climate regulation and 
human well-being, and their recovery requires coor-
dinated action involving science, policy, industry and 
society. 
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REDRESS Webinar
Restoring the Deep: SER-Europe & REDRESS Launch New Webinar Series
Sahar Stevenson-Jones (SERE) and Cristina Gambi (UNIVPM)

On 7 May 2026, SER-Europe and the REDRESS Project hosted the fi rst session of their joint webinar series, Restoring the 
Deep, opening with the question at the heart of any restoration effort: where do we begin? Moderated by Sahar Ste-
venson-Jones (SER-Europe), the session brought together leading voices in deep-sea ecology and restoration science.

Setting the scene: Lophelia corals in the North Sea: Prof. Murray Roberts and Dr. Simone D’Alessandro, both from the 
University of Edinburgh, presented their work on the restoration of Lophelia pertusa cold-water corals in the North Sea. 
Their talks covered the critical role of rigorous data collection and long-term monitoring and highlighted how under-
standing genetic connectivity between coral populations is essential for designing restoration interventions that are 
ecologically meaningful and resilient.

Round table discussion: The presentations were followed by a lively audience Q&A with two additional panellists: Ro-
berto Danovaro (Polytechnic University of Marche, REDRESS Project Coordinator) and Sabine Gollner (Royal Netherlands 
Institute for Sea Research – NIOZ). Together, the panel tackled audience questions spanning science, policy, and the 
practical challenges of restoring deep-sea ecosystems. The session drew strong participation from across the REDRESS 
consortium, the project’s Advisory Board, the European Commission, and a wide community of researchers, institutions, 
and associations working on marine restoration worldwide. The recording is available via the SER webinar library and 
the REDRESS website. Stay tuned for Part 2 of the series.

Webinar Speakers & Panelists:

Murray Roberts
SPEAKER

University of Edinburgh

Simone D’Alessandro
SPEAKER

University of Edinburgh

Roberto Danovaro
PANELIST

Polytechnic University of Marche

Sabine Gollner
PANELIST

Royal Netherlands
Institute for Sea Research - NIOZ
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REDRESS PODCAST

Explore the Depths with Resilient Depths: 
episodes 3 and 4
Stephen Hynes (UNIGALWAY) and Johanna Buerkert (WU) 

REDRESS podcasts add two more episodes.
In episode 3 “Investing in the Deep Sea”, What Is the 
Deep-Sea Worth? Ecosystem Service Benefi t Values, 
Finance, and the Future of Restoration, WP4 co-lea-
der Stephen Hynes (University of Galway) and Sahar 
Stevenson-Jones (SERE) explore the main ecosystem 
services that deep-sea habitats provide and why it is 
important to preserve their delivery from an econo-
mic point of view. The episode also discusses what 
makes a deep-sea restoration project a viable in-
vestment and whether existing models for industry 
co-fi nancing of environmental restoration are tran-
sferable to the deep sea.

In episode 4 “Governing the Deep Sea”, WP5 members 
Chris Smith (HCMR), Sahar Stevenson-Jones (SERE) 
and Johanna Buerkert (WU) discuss the governance 
of deep-sea ecosystems, and potential enablers and 
barriers in the governance system for deep-sea re-
storation. The episode provides an introduction to 
how the deep sea is regulated, the actors that have 
an interest in the area, and potential confl icts when 
it comes to deep-sea restoration, but also paints a 
hopeful picture for pathways to a positive future for 
our deep-sea ecosystems.

Listen to all podcasts available on the REDRESS web-
site: https://redress-project.eu/podcast/
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REDRESS YOUTUBE CHANNEL IS ONLINE

The REDRESS YouTube channel is fully operational and contains the latest videos of the fi eld work carried 
out in the different case studies of the project. The partners of WP2 (Innovative approaches for deep-sea 
restoration of vulnerable habitats) and WP3 (Innovative and cost-effective technologies for monitoring 
deep-sea restoration efforts) show the activities carried out during the restoration interventions from 
the inspection of the site where the restoration will be carried out to the deployment of the 3D eco-reefs 
and artifi cial structures and the monitoring of the interventions. 

The REDRESS gallery also includes three videos presenting different aspects of the REDRESS project: 1) 
The extraordinary biodiversity of the deep sea, 2) The deep sea in danger and 3) Existing and new resto-
ration technologies, produced with the contribution of various project partners

Visit the REDRESS YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@RedressProject
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REDRESS BOOK 

Beneath the surface of the sea lies the largest 
ecosystem on Earth, a vast, dark, and silent world, 
still partly unknown: the deep sea. For millennia, 
we have imagined deep-sea environments as 
remote, inaccessible, essentially lifeless places. 
Today, however, thanks to underwater robots and 
underwater drones, the exploration of this dark 
universe has revealed just how crucial it is to be 
understanding the very origin of life on Earth, 
and how at those extreme depths it is possible 
to observe extraordinary organisms, capable of 
surviving despite enormous pressure, prohibitive 
temperatures, and the total absence of light. But the 
deep-sea also holds seabed rich in rare metals, offers 
potential energy sources, and is now crisscrossed 
by transoceanic cables responsible for global data 
traffi c. It represents a new geography of power: it has 
become a frontier, and like any frontier, it attracts 
ambition and competition. In his latest book, “Abissi” 
-written also thanks to research projects funded by 
the European Union such as REDRESS- Professor 
Roberto Danovaro takes us on a fascinating journey 
to discover a still unknown universe, from the fi rst 
explorations with bathyscaphes to “soft” robots 
inspired by deep-sea animals, from the race for rare 
metals to economic tensions between superpowers, 
from underwater data centers to possible solutions 
for the energy transition.
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REDRESS AND MEDIA

Roberto Danovaro (UNIVPM) at Kilimangiaro (RAI)
SEE: https://www.raiplay.it/video/2026/02/Roberto-Danovaro--e-le-profondita-marine---Kilimangiaro---
08022026-efc68706-34c0-4fb2-939d-89efb200fc7c.html
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REDRESS AND MEDIA

Roberto Danovaro (UNIVPM) at L’ora Solare (TV2000)
SEE: https://www.play2000.it/play/episode/34006?startAt=0&backToUrl=%2Fdetail%2F11%3Fepisode_id%-
3D34006%26season_id%3D1305 
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A WINDOW ON YOUNG REDRESS RESEARCHERS

Giorgio Simone, PhD student at the University of Bologna and CNR-ISMAR, 
presented a poster at GeoHAB 2026 (https://maltaevents.mt/geohab2026/) de-
tailing his research within the REDRESS project on the distribution data for 
cold-water corals across European Seas by integrating a systematic review of 
multiple global databases. Currently, distribution data for Cold-Water Corals 
across European seas is fragmented and lacks reliable spatial precision. By 
integrating a systematic review, multiple global databases and applying spa-
tial quality controls, this work establishes a standardized dataset with defi ned 
confi dence classes. This validated baseline will serve the development of the 
future Habitat Suitability Models, providing the predictive tools necessary to 
accurately map, conserve and restore cold-water coral ecosystems. Congratu-
lations!
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Forthcoming events

⋅ 15th SERE2026 Conference, Brest (France) 24–28 August 2026 https://sere2026.sciencesconf.org/

⋅ Special Session “Deep Sea Ecosystem Restoration” a joint effort of the projects REDRESS, ECOREST, 
LIFEMAPPER, and LIFEDREAM, coordinated by WP2 and WP3.

⋅ Special Session “Analyzing the socio-economic impacts of deep-sea marine ecosystem restoration” 
coordinated by WP4.

⋅ Special Session “Seascape Restoration: From Policy Ambition to System-Scale Action” coordinated 
by SERE.

⋅ Workshop “Implementing the Nature Restoration Law for Marine Environments: Common and 
unique governance challenges and opportunities for shallow and deep-sea habitats” coordinated 
by WP5.

⋅  ICES ASC Conference 2026, Brest (France), 15-18 September 2026, Restoring fi shed seascapes - 
Challenges, operational limits, and management. https://eurogoos.eu/events/ices-2026-annual-
science-conference/ Oral presentation: The role of narratives and discourses in the governance of 
deep-sea restoration in the European Seas- fi ndings from the REDRESS project (WP5).

⋅ 2nd World Conference on Economics and Management, 29-31 October 2026, University of Aveiro, 
Aveiro (Portugal). https://worldcem.org/ Theme Session Organiser - Sustainability and Environmental 
Economics.

⋅  9th International Symposium on Deep-Sea Corals, An event for science, art and society. Barcelona 
(Spain), 2-5 November 2026. (https://www.9isdsc.csic.es/). Oral presentation: Can 3D printed artifi cial 
reefs help to restore the European Atlantic cold-water coral reef belt? By Anthony Grehan et al.

⋅ 8th International Marine Conservation Congress, November 13-17, 2026, Edinburgh International 
Conference Center (EICC) https://conbio.org/mini-sites/imcc8: 4 abstracts accepted

⋅  7th World Conference on Marine Biodiversity. “The marine biodiversity insights we need, for 
the ocean we want”. Bruges (Belgium), 17-20 November 2026 https://www.wcmb2026.org/. Oral 
presentation “Enabling and constraining factors for active deep-sea restoration: Lessons from fi ve 
cases in the Horizon Europe REDRESS project”, accepted for the session “6.7 Advances and Challenges 
in Developing and Applying Conservation and Restoration Science to Meet Societal Goals and 
Legislative Needs (WP5).
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REDRESS brings scientists and top experts from dif-
ferent disciplines together with SMEs in a large mul-
ti-disciplinary Consortium of 25 partners (including 
1 affi liated entity and 3 associated partners) from 15 
countries with skills in marine restoration ecology, 
marine biology, marine spatial planning, modelling, 
computer and data science, marine technologies, 
economy, governance, socioeconomics, and human 
sciences with special attention on knowledge tran-
sfer, dissemination and communication.

1. Università Politecnica Delle Marche (UNIVPM) - Italy 
https://www.univpm.it/

2. Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior De Investiga-
ciones Cientifi cas (CSIC) - Spain 
https://www.csic.es/

3. Institut Français De Recherche Pour L’exploita-
tion De La Mer (IFREMER) - France
https://www.ifremer.fr/

4. Helmholtz-Zentrum Fur Ozeanforschung Kiel 
(GEOMAR) - Germany
https://www.geomar.de/

5. Stichting Nederlandse Wetenschappelijk Onder-
zoek Instituten (NWO-I) - Netherlands 
https://www.nioz.nl/

6. Hellenic Centre For Marine Research (HCMR) - Greece
https://www.hcmr.gr/

7. University Of Galway (NUI GALWAY) - Ireland 
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/

8. Universidade De Aveiro (Uaveiro) - Portugal 
https://www.ua.pt/

9. Goeteborgs Universitet (UGOT) - Sweden 
https://www.gu.se/

10. University Of Haifa (UH) - Israel 
https://www.haifa.ac.il/

11. Hafrannsoknastofnun, Rannsokna- Og Radgja-
farstofnun Hafs Og Vatna (MFRI) - Island 
https://www.hafogvatn.is/

12. Consiglio Nazionale Delle Ricerche (CNR) - Italy 
https://www.cnr.it/

13. Sorbonne Université (SU) - France 
https://www.sorbonne-universite.fr/

14. Stazione Zoologica Anthon Dohrn (SZN) - Italy 
https://www.szn.it/

15. Engitec Systems International Limited (ESI) - Cyprus 
https://esi-ltd.eu/

16. DEESS (DEESS) - France 

https://www.deess.eu/
17. ECOREACH SRL (ECOREACH) - Italy 

https://www.ecoreach.it/
18. European Chapter Of The Society For Ecological 

Restoration Ser International (SERE) - Belgium 
https://chapter.ser.org/

19. Israel Oceanographic And Limnological Research 
Limited (IOLR) - Israel 
https://www.ocean.org.il/

20. Wageningen University (WU) - Netherlands 
https://www.wur.nl/

21. Universidade Dos Acores (Uac) - Portugal 
https://www.uac.pt/

21.1. IMAR- Insituto Do Mar (IMAR) - Portugal 
https://imar.org.pt/en/about-us/

22. National Oceanography Centre (NOC) - United 
Kingdom 
https://noc.ac.uk/

23. The University of Edinburgh (UEDIN) - United 
Kingdom 
https://www.ed.ac.uk/

24. Plymouth Marine Laboratory Limited (PML) - 
United Kingdom 
https://www.pml.ac.uk/

25.  Deep-Sea Biology Society (DSBS) - United Kingdom 
https://dsbsoc.org/

REDRESS Consortium
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Roberto Danovaro [UNIVPM]
REDRESS coordinator

Cristina Gambi [UNIVPM]
Scientifi c Project Manager

Silvia Gallegati [UNIVPM]
Project Manager Assistant

REDRESS Management Offi ce

REDRESS Advisory Board

Dr Chiara Piroddi
[Joint Research Center]

Prof Miquel Canals
[University of Barcelona]

Prof Andrew Sweetman
[Scottish Association for Marine Science]

Prof Paul Snelgrove
[Memorial University of Newfoundland]
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REDRESS Steering Committee 

COORDINATOR

Roberto anovaro
[UNIVPM]

WP1
CO-LEADERS

Ana Hilàrio
[UAveiro]

Federica Foglini
[CNR]

WP2
CO-LEADERS

Marina Carreiro Silva
[UAc]

Murray Roberts
[UEDIN]

WP3
CO-LEADERS

Jacopo Aguzzi
[CSIC]

Sascha Flögel
[GEOMAR]

Furu Mienis
[NIOZ]

WP4
CO-LEADERS

Stephen Hynes
[NUI GALWAY]

Nadia Papadopoulou
[HCMR]

WP5
CO-LEADERS

Nadia Papadopoulou
[HCMR]

Jan van Tatenhove
[WU]

WP6
CO-LEADERS

Cristina Gambi
[UNIVPM]

Laurenz Thomsen
[UGOT]
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